
Market Hall’s Bright Lights 
Series are intimate, up-close 
talks with prominent artists 
from the Peterborough area.  
Last fall the series featured 
Drew Hayden Taylor. 
On Wednesday, April 9th at 
8pm, Market Hall will be privi-
leged to welcome Evelyn Hart, 
world renowned ballerina. 
Speaking with Evelyn on stage 
will be James Neufeld, a promi-
nent dance writer/historian 
and professor of English at 
Trent University who is the 
author of a history of the 
National Ballet of Canada, 
Power to Rise: The Story of 
the National Ballet of Can-
ada. The program will also 
feature a screening of film 
and video highlights from 
Evelyn’s career. 
In 1966, at the age of ten, 
while living in Peterborough 
and attending Queen Mary 
School, Evelyn was inspired by 
the beauty of Veronica 
Tennant’s dancing as Juliet in a 
televised performance of Ro-

meo & Juliet by the National 
Ballet of Canada.  Evelyn be-
gan to dance at home and to 
admire pictures of ballerinas in 
books which her mother bor-
rowed for her from the public 
library. Soon afterwards, Eve-
lyn convinced her parents to let 
her enroll in dance classes at 
the YWCA and at age 13 she 
won a place in the summer ses-
sion of the National Ballet 

School.  By 
1979 she was 
the principal 
dancer of the 
Royal Win-
nipeg Ballet. 
Known for 
her passion-
ate perform-
ances, Eve-
lyn is one of 
C a n a d a ’ s 

most inspiring and honoured 
artists.  Winner of the Governor 
General’s Award for Perform-
ing Arts and a Companion of 
the Order of Canada and a 
member of the Canadian Walk 

of Fame, 
she has 
danced her way into 
the hearts of countless 
audiences around the 
globe.  Her career 
has spanned an 
astonishing 30 
years. 
In his biography of Evelyn 
Hart, Max Wyman  concludes, 
“Despite the odds against her, 
the fears within her, and the 
external obstacles she has 
faced, she has accomplished 
what she set out to do – to 
dance superbly, to bring a rare 
emotional expressiveness to 
Canadian ballet, and to dance 
on the world’s major stages.” 
James Neufeld will be in con-
versation with Evelyn Hart on 
April 9th.  Audience members 
may ask questions and meet her 
at a reception afterwards.  Tick-
ets are $13 for adults/$8 for 
seniors/students.  Tickets are 
available through our box of-
fice outlet at Showplace 742-
7469. 
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a reflection of lifelong studies 
in language, literature and phi-
losophy, and of a deep respect 
for the environment and 
‘acoustic ecology’.  He has 
built a legacy that will endure.” 
Celebrating his 75th birthday 
this year, R. Murray Schafer 
was recently honoured in Ot-
tawa with performances of his 
work.  
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On May 29th, we will be wel-
coming R. Murray Schafer to 
Market Hall.  As Canada 
Council for the Arts wrote, “R. 
Murray Schafer  is equally ad-
mired as a dramatist, educator, 
scholar and writer.  In addition 
to being sonically beautiful and 
structurally original, his com-
positions are imbued with a 
unique and imaginative vision, 



bour Theatre, The Empire Theatre, 4th Line Sum-
mer Theatre, Kawartha Summer Theatre, New 
Stages Peterborough, The Orillia Opera House, 
The Peterborough Theatre Guild, Showplace Peter-

borough, St. James Players and 
Whispers Dinner Theatre.  These 
days he can be found primarily at 
The Market Hall Theatre and at Noz-
hem: The Native Studies Theatre at 
Trent University, working as Techni-
cal Director and Lighting Designer.  
The shows and artists which he has 
been lucky enough to work with are 
incredible; names such as Peter Ap-
pleyard, Stephen Bennett, Blue Ro-

deo, Bruce Cockburn, Holly Cole, Ernie Coombes 
(aka Mr. Dressup), Desrosier, Jeff Healey and his 
Jazz Wizards, Leahy, Stuart McLean (and the Vi-
nyl Café), Pavlo, The Royal Winnipeg Ballet and 
Spider Woman Productions are just a few of them.  
Don and his wife Monica live just outside Peter-
borough in a drafty old farmhouse with their crit-
ters – two cats, one dog and one bird (and the mice 
and red squirrels as freeloaders). 
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In 1889 our Town Council 
approved plans for the con-
struction of a new Market Hall.  
Constructions costs were set at 
$11,000.  John Belcher drew 
up plans for a large two storey 
brick building with an impos-
ing four-faced clock tower.  
Unfortunately, Belcher’s plans 
do not appear to have been pre-
served. 
The cornerstone was laid Sep-
tember 28, 1889 but in Novem-
ber 1889, the foundations of 
the unfinished Market Hall 
began to collapse.  In fact the 
structure “was toppling over” 
according to the Examiner.  
John Belcher insisted that dam-
age was minor and easily re-
pairable.  The damaged corner 
of the building was braced 
while Belcher modified his 
designs.  He decided to but-
tress the foundation walls, re-
build brick piers, and reduce 
the overall size of the windows 
and doorways to increase struc-
tural integrity. 
John Belcher also designed 
several other important Peter-
borough landmarks including: 
the beautifully restored Mor-
row Building, the Pagoda 
Bridge in Jackson Park, PCVS 
High School, Waterworks 
Pump House (now the Monkey 
House at the Zoo), Bradburn 
Opera House (demolished), 
Chemong Causeway, Carnegie 
Public Library, some of the 
Canadian General Electric 
buildings, and St. Joseph’s 
Hospital.. 
 
Excerpts from ”Historical 
Report – Market Hall and 
Clock Tower, September 1, 
1999 (revised), Prepared by 
Jim Leonard, City Archivist, 
Peterborough Centennial 
Museum and Archives, Culture 
& Heritage Division, City of 
Peterborough. 
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On March 8, the Market Hall was honoured to 
be the site of a public memorial service for Ca-
nadian music legend, Willie P. Bennett.  
On the day of the worst snowstorm of the sea-
son,  150 family members, musical colleagues, 
friends and fans made their way to the memo-
rial of  Willie P. Bennett, one of the more influ-
ential and interesting musical performers ever 
to emerge from Canada’s folk music scene. 
Just about everyone who worked with him, 
even musicians who were better known and 
made more money than Willie knew that Willie 
P.  was in a class all his own. In fact, apart from 
a brief but touching tribute delivered by Wil-
lie’s sister, Esther, all of the speakers at the me-
morial were musicians, Fred Eaglesmith, Pat 
Temple, Joe Hall, Washboard Hank Fisher, 
Colin Linden. 
Willie was revered, not just for great songs like 
Music in Your Eyes, Blackie and the Rodeo 
King, The Lucky Ones and White Line. In fact, 
one of Willie’s hallmarks was the way he was 
perfectly content to work just to the left of the 
limelight, as a sideman with Fred Eaglesmith’s 
band, and earlier with the bluegrass band, The 
Dixie Flyers.  He was that rare musical creator 

who was just as willing to put time and energy in 
to someone else’s music as well as his own. 
Willie was also remembered for his generosity 
and his willingness to work hard. Fred Eaglesmith 
told the audience how tour mornings would often 
find Willie on his hands and knees cleaning the 
floor of the tour bus, or how he’d spend three 
hours before each show getting the sound just 
right. 
Washboard Hank Fisher had the audience in 
stitches several times as he  recounted stories that 
bespoke Willie’s sense of playfulness, like the 
time the two of them were jogging along the rail-
way path. “Willie? I’m getting bored,” said Hank. 
“Me too,” replied Willie at which point he bolted 
from the path to run hootin’ and hollerin’ through 
the trees. 
Jay Linden, a friend, took on the daunting task of 
singing  three of the great man’s songs, Let’s Go 
Down To the Water,  Step Away, and One Vessel. 
All in all, a great tribute to a fine human being. 
Willie succumbed to a massive heart attack at 
home, here in Peterborough, on February 15 at the 
age of 55. He will be sadly missed, but never for-
gotten. 

John Hoffman 

Originally from Scarborough, Ontario he 
started his love for theatre while in public 
school at the tender age of seven performing 
as a stump in The Pirates of Penzance.   High 
school allowed him to focus his stud-
ies to included music and drama.  
Later, settling in Peterborough, Don 
continued to develop and hone his 
skills in the theatre working as light-
ing designer, director, stage manager, 
set construction, set design, front of 
house, sound technician and actor.  
His portrayal of Lester B. Pearson in 
the Peterborough Theatre Guild’s pro-
duction of Rexy earned him a Cameo 
Award during the Eastern Ontario Drama 
League Festival in 1990.  In 1992, he received 
the Theatre Ontario Award for Technical Ex-
cellence for his design work on Roshomon, 
also a PTG production. 
During the last twenty (or so) years, Don has 
worked in and for several theatres, and several 
theatre companies, all in and around Peterbor-
ough including: The Academy Theatre, Ar-



April 3rd - 5th  Peterborough New Dance 
Presents... Emergency #16 Festival of new 
dance and performance by 15 Peterborough 
area artists. 

Wednesday, April 9th Market Hall Pre-
sents the Bright Lights Series... A Conversa-
tion with Evelyn Hart.  Celebrated Canadian 
dancer and former Peterborough resident 
Evelyn Hart will share stories of her life and 
career in an informal evening of conversa-
tion with Trent professor and prominent 
dance historian James Neufeld. The Bright 
Lights series is an ongoing program of on-
stage interviews with great artists from the 
Peterborough area. The evening will feature 
Hart and Neufeld in conversation as well as 
a selection of video clips of Hart's perform-
ances taken from various stages of her ex-
tensive career. 

Thursday April 10  Market Hall Youth 
Presentation Series presents... Chris 
Mckhool Earth, Seas & Air.  Curriculum 
linked for school age audiences. 

Friday, April 11  Folk Under the Clock pre-
sents Oysterband. England’s dynamic folk- 

rock group Oysterband has been touring the 
world now for over 25 years and we are 
thrilled to have them here at Market Hall as 
part of their North American tour.   
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Ontario's fastest growing and most popular 
wine region, and leave the driving to us!! 
We are happy to announce that our tour 
guide is Chris Wilton, a wine consultant 
and educator who regularly writes for Food 
& Drink Magazine, gives wine seminars 
and has been sommelier for Brio Gusto in 
Peterborough and in Toronto at Coca and 
Czehoski. 
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C e l e -
b r a t e warm and sunny 
weather with good wine, good food, good 
company (and good beer) in the beautiful 
countryside of Prince Edward County, 
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Saturday April 12 - Trent Queer collective 
hosts its fifth annual Drag It Out show.   

April 17 - 26   New Stages Theatre Co 
presents David Carley’s Conservatives in 
Love.  A sex farce with tragic over-
tones  – could right-wing love be any-
thing else? Peterborough-born playwright 
Dave Carley’s work was a smash hit at 
the Toronto Fringe Film Festival. Now it 
comes to Peterborough with the same 
director, same cast and the same wild 
evening of fun! WARNING:  Men without 
shirts and women without scruples 
 
Wednesday, April 30 Kawartha World 
Issues Centre’s Annual Global Youth Day 
2008 Conference ~ Dollars & Sense: Youth 
and Ethical Purchasing Power ~ 
 A one-day conference for youth 14 to 24 
years of age exploring issues of fair trade, 
sustainable living and eating ~ and so much 
more ~ through information and hands-on 
workshops, guest speakers and community 
networking opportunities. Registration in 
advance before April 16th at globalyouth-
day2008@gmail.com or www.kwic.info for 
registration forms. Suggested $5/ pay what 
you can. 

Friday May 2   Youth for Youth.  Annual 
St. Peter’s and Holy Cross Secondary 
schools fundraiser variety concert for 
Youth Emergency Shelter.   Tickets are $8 
at the door. 

May 9  and 10 Buddy Wasisname and the 
other fellers.  Three Newfoundlanders and a 
tour bus………...bring the family for a 
great night of fresh and refreshing comedy.  
 
Sunday, May 11   Kawartha Youth Or-

chestra presents its final concert for the 
season in a matinee show. 
 
May 14 - 18 
m y s t e r i o u s 
entity pre-
sents... The 
Black Dia-
mond,  an 
original script 
by Em Glass-
pool exploring 
the junctures 
of relation-
ship, intercon-
nectedness, memory and identity.    The 
play delves into the “social car wreck” that 
is the relationship between partners Ronda 
and Lynn and their neighbour David.  The 
script incorporates text-based theatre, na-
tive story-weaving techniques, physical 
theatre staging, local Anishnaabe legend, 
personal stories, and classic acting and 
theatre techniques. The play is darkly funny 
and moving.   

Friday, May 30 Folk Under the Clock pre-
sents.. Strunz and Farah. Performing to-
gether since 1979, Jorge Strunz and Arde-
shir Farah infuse their ethnic roots along 
with flamenco, jazz and classical elements 
into a highly virtuostic, rhythmic, improvi-
sational and wholly unique sound. They 
have sold well over a million records 
worldwide, topped the Billboard World 
Music Charts, won Billboard World Music 
Album of The Year and received a 
Grammy nomination.  

For more details about any of these shows  
visit our website at markethall.org or call 
749-1146 

On Saturday June 7th, Market Hall will 
take you on a one day tour through Wark-
worth’s Oak Heights Winery then south to 
three more wineries, a brand new brewery, 
lunch and the sights.  All you have to do is 
enjoy and perhaps learn a little something. 
For one price, we take care of it all.  Check 
our website for details or call 749-1146.  
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their ‘first-time’ at Market Hall. 
As a member, when you purchase a ticket 
for yourself, you may request another 
ticket for someone else who you will ac-
company to a show.   Tickets are limited 
and are available on a first come, first 
served basis. You must make 
arrangements for a host ticket 
in advance with a Market 
Hall staff person, as ticket 
outlets are not permitted to 
give  tickets without receiv-
ing payment.  See you at the 
show…………. 
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Thank you to our funders: 
 

Lloyd Carr –Harris Foundation 
Peterborough Foundation 
City  of Ptbo Community Investment Grant 
Ontario Trillium Foundation 
Community Futures Development Corp. 
Dept. Culture & Heritage: 

Cultural Spaces Canada 
Fresh Start Program 
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Do you know someone new to town? 
Do you have friends who (gasp!) have 
never been to a show at the Hall? 
Want to share your ‘favourite artist’ with a 
friend? 
Wish you could bring someone along to 
see what the Hall is all about? 
Well read on………….. 
Market Hall’s hosting program is designed 
to let the people who love the Hall be our 
ambassadors in the community.   Intended 
to introduce new faces to the performances 
and events at the Hall, the hosting program 
is a great way to bring someone along for 
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IT’S EASY TO SIGN UP ON-LINE 
 

Our members are important to us………………... 
 
Whether you are renewing your membership or joining for the first 
time, just go to our web site, www.markethall.org, and click on the 
canadahelps.org  icon.  
 
Here’s the best part: going on-line 
gives you the option of making 
monthly payments spread out over 
the year. 
 


