
Arts. You can go to our new-
look website at markethall.org 
to see who is on this prestigious 
list; you will be amazed at the 
number and range of 
talented artists listed.  
 Each Bright Lights 
event is an intimate 
interview with the art-
ist interspersed with 
performance to highlight the 
person’s artistic work.  
Gwen Brown in conversation 
with Paul Wilson will be on 
Wednesday, November 19th.  
Gwen has been making continu-
ous contributions to Peterbor-
ough theatre as an actor, direc-
tor, mentor, and “inspirer”.  Her 

absolute love of life, enthusi-
asm, sensitivity and integrity 
have touched countless people 
backstage, front of stage, and 

o n -
stage.   
B e 
s u r e 
y o u 
are at 

the Hall on November 19th to 
experience Gwen Brown “up-
close and personal.” 
The Bright Lights Series is  
ongoing . To date, three artists 
have been featured: Drew Hay-
den Taylor-playwright, Evelyn 
Hart-ballerina, and R. Murray 
Schafer-composer, in highly 

interesting and uplifting eve-
nings. Gwen will award the 
Bright Lights Bursary to a 
young artist of her choosing.   
Proceeds from Bright Lights 
events contribute to Market 
Hall's artistic programming as 
well as to the Bright Lights 
Award, an educational bursary 
given out at each event to a 
young artist working in the 
same field as the featured guest. 
Wednesday, November 19, 
2 0 0 8  a t  8 p m 
Tickets: $12 for adults and $8 
for students, seniors or the un-
deremployed. They can be pur-
chased from the Showplace box 
of f ice at  705-742-7469  
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here in the 90’s as part of the 
Kawartha Jazz Society’s sea-
son. “If you were at one of 
those concerts, or if you have 
anecdotes about events or ac-
tivities you have come to over 
the years, we’d love to hear 
from you,” says Bill Kimball, 
General Manager at Market 
Hall Performing Arts, “As we 
receive stories we hope to put 
them on a special section of 
our new website.  Right now 
we are particularly interested 
in the period 1984 to 1998, 
before Market Hall was oper-
ated by its present manage-
ment group.”  
“It’s fun to think that artists 
who have become household 
names played here in 
Peterborough as relative 

unknowns.  You always have to 
wonder if the next young artist 
you see on the stage, as actor or 
musician or dancer, is going to 
go on to greater heights in their 
discipline” says Bill Kimball. 
It’s no surprise to Karen August, 
director of development at the 
performing arts centre, that there 
is such a distinguished list of 
alumni.  “The Hall has always 
been an incubator for new and 
emerging artists.  It is also very 
attractive to established artists 
who love the intimacy of 
performing in a medium sized 
venue like this.” 
Contact Bill Kimball at Market 
Hall at 749-1146 or visit  
www.markethall.org and look 
under ‘Special Projects’ to tell us 
your story. 
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You have a redesigned web site 
to go to when you need informa-
tion about shows at the Hall – 
and almost everything else too.  
However, there is one area of 
the web site that is not complete 
and we are asking you to help. 
Here at Market Hall we have a 
long history of hosting arts, cul-
tural and community events. 
Unfortunately, we don’t  have a 
complete history of all that ac-
tivity. We took over in 1998, but 
the history of arts activity goes 
back to 1984. During that time 
there have been many notable 
names that have played on stage 
at the Hall, and many extraordi-
nary events.  Included in that list 
are Sarah Mclachlan, Barenaked 
Ladies and Great Big Sea.  In 
addition, Diana Krall played 
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Have you ever wondered how a 
performing artist got started, 
what inspires his/her work or 
what is the artist’s philosophy of 
life?   Would you like to see 
some of the artist’s life replayed 
in conversation?  Or do you just 
enjoy being in a creative per-
son’s presence?  Market Hall’s 
Bright Lights Series allows you 
to do this and then, as well, be 
inspired yourself.  
The Series highlights feature 
artists from the Peterborough 
area that have made significant 
lifetime contributions to the 
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o r o n l i n e  a t  w w w . s h o w p l a c e . o r g . 
More Information: Call (705) 749-1146 or visit 
www.markethall.org  

also got involved with theatre production at 
Trent University at Wenjack Theatre and 
Sadlier House – he particularly remembers 
one that was entirely in French, which he 
doesn’t speak, but he managed to get all the 
sound cues right!   
Andy thrives on the production side of thea-
tre.  “You know the hall, you run the show; it 

is a position where you meet 
new people and a new chal-
lenge with every gig.”   
He is enthusiastic about the 
future for Market Hall.  Andy 
says there are a few aspects of 
Market Hall that really need to 
be revamped.  Explaining that 
he learned theatre production 
in a brand new theatre with the 
latest apparatus. Market Hall’s 

equipment seems antiquated by compari-
son.  . 
Andy sees his career future as a combination 
of freelance professional photography side-
by-side with performance technical directing.  
Andy finishes his degree in Sociology this 
spring.  He plans to stay in Peterborough for 
at least one more year – but if Peterborough 
and the Market Hall are lucky, he’ll be 
around for much longer! 
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The two-storey Market Hall and Clock 
Tower is a truly remarkable example of late 
Victorian commercial architecture.  It re-
mains one of the best surviving examples of 
market buildings in Ontario.  It is rich in 
visual detail and adorned with elegant archi-
tectural elements that make the building 
easily the most imposing landmark in the 
downtown core. 
 
This cherished building is the principle 
landmark for miles around.  Even nearby 
office buildings like the MNR, Quaker 
Oats and the Bell Canada Building 
which are considerably larger, cannot 
diminish the monumental presence of 
the Market Hall and Clock Tower.   
 
In 1977 the Market Hall and Clock 
Tower was among the very first build-
ings in Peterborough to be granted heri-
tage designation (Bylaw #1977-78; exte-
rior only) under the Ontario Heritage 
Act.  It was recognized as “the principle 
monument of the downtown area”.   
 
The ground storey of the Market Hall 
was designed to include up to nine 
shops, each with separate entrances from 
the main street.  The second floor was 
used as the indoor farmers’ “basket mar-
ket” – the largest in the region.  It con-
sists of one large open area with overall 
dimensions of about 61 x 127 feet.  Mar-
ket stalls were heated with wood burning 
stoves connected by a network of single 
stack chimneys that rose above the rear 
wall.  No central heating then! 
 
The second storey has ornamental tim-
ber trusses that support the weight of the 
roof across the span of the massive inte-
rior space.  Trees of that diameter and 
length would have been locally available 
in the late 1800s, making the trusses his-
torically significant as boles that size are 
nowhere to be found anywhere in On-
tario today.  Architect John E. Belcher’s 
beautifully detailed wood elements echo 
his Irish roots and training.   It is easy to 
see similar design elements in Mr. 
Belcher’s beloved Pagoda Bridge in 
Jackson Park – another Peterborough 
architectural treasure. 

Submitted by Cheryl Ellis  
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My first memories of Market Hall are from 
a performance perspective.  I was an extra, 
as were my kids in two plays about ten 
years ago.  These were great experiences 
and I went on to perform in a number of 
productions.  I remember waiting for cues 
backstage in and amongst the clutter of 
props and waiting further upstairs in the 
drafty clock tower - I could feel the history 
of the place.    
The first time I saw Stephen Fearing live 
as a solo performer was at Market Hall.  I 
had seats up close and the 

sound was warm and clear.  I was mesmer-
ized by his guitar playing and finely crafted 
songs.  Other Folk Under The Clock concerts 
that stand out in my memories are Eric Bogle 
and also Oscar Lopez.  
Over the years I've attended numerous other 
events including a fabulous New Year’s Eve 
dance and more recently a fundraising event 
for the late great Willie P. Bennett.  I'll never 
forget the four of them, Blackie and the Ro-
deo Kings and Willie P. on stage together.    
I've also performed in Old Men Dancing over 
the past six years as part of the Emergency 
Dance Series and can testify to the benefit of 
Market Hall's sprung dance floor and versa-
tile space.   
The breadth, depth and creativity of local 
talent is always amazing to see and I think 
the general milieu of Market Hall brings out 
the best in people – I’ve been personal wit-
ness to this many times over the past ten 
years.                     Jim Angel, Market Hall 

Andy connects all the cables, smoothes out 
glitches, turns down the lights, brings up 
the music, and locks up the Hall when eve-
ryone else has left the building.   
Originally from Minden, Andy started high 
school in Haliburton in 1999, just as the 
final touches were being put on a multimil-
lion dollar Northern Lights Performing 
Arts Pavilion.  He remembers 
getting involved in producing a 
local battle of the bands, and 
he was hooked.   
Luckily for Market Hall, Andy 
chose to attend Trent Univer-
sity, bringing him to Peterbor-
ough.  Of course that was for-
tunate for them too.  In 2005-
2006 he took time-out from his 
studies to work full-time for 
the student newspaper Arthur as Produc-
tion Manager.  During that time, the news-
paper facility was completely upgraded 
and reconfigured – due in large part to 
Andy’s energy, ingenuity, and professional 
zeal. At Arthur he also became involved in 
photography.  He purchased his first pro-
fessional camera from the Arthur earnings 
and covered many events for Arthur as 
their photo journalist.  Around that time he 
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Friday, October 24 Max’s Cabaret — A 
F u n d -
raiser for 
M a r k e t 
H a l l .  
Dancers, 
m u s i c , 
comed i -
ans, drag 
q u e e n s : 
fun, fun, 
fun.  Fea-
t u r i n g 
K a t e 
Story , 
S e a n 
L o t t , 

Ryan Kerr and Jenn Cole to name but a few.  
Silent Auction.  Come out and support your 
Hall and have a great night out. 

Saturday October 25 - A Piece of the 
Rock, playing Celtic and Newfoundland 
music, performing a fundraising concert 
for the Peterborough Medical Brigade.  
The Brigade is preparing for its ninth an-
nual trip to Honduras to aid the under-
privileged people in rural areas there. 
Show begins at 8 pm. A silent auction will 
also be held.  

Friday October 31 Rainbow Services Or-
ganisation Halloween Bash 
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October 27th at 7pm. You'll get to hear 
about how the Hall is doing and vote in the 
board and give us feedback on how we're 
doing. Not a member? It's a fine time to 
join!  If you are wondering how you might 
get more involved at the Hall, come out 
and meet the board members and see what 
the possibilities are.  We'll have the coffee 
on! 
New sponsor...A very big thank you to 
our long time supporters at Titles Book-
store at 379 George Street.  They have 
agreed to cover the costs associated with 
the printing and distribution of the quar-
terly newsletter. Anne and Dave Heuft 
have been one of our principal ticket out-
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. . . V o l u n t e e r  O r i e n t a t i o n . . . 
Ushers, bartenders, elevator operators, 
marketing and office help needed. 
Sunday, Nov 2, noon-1pm OR Tuesday, 
N o v  4 ,  5 : 3 0 p m - 6 : 3 0 p m .  
If you'd like to help out behind the scenes 
at the Market Hall, you're invited to come 
out to one of our volunteer orientation 
sessions. The benefits of being a Market 
Hall volunteer range from seeing shows at 
the Hall to making new friends in the 
city's performing arts community. Call us 
at 749-1146 to sign up for one of the ses-
s i o n s . 
...Annual General Meeting Oct. 27... 
Market Hall's Annual General Meeting is 

Sunday November 2 Crystal Journey—
Through the Solar System 

Sunday November 9  National Ballet 
School Auditions and Ballet Class 

Saturday November 15 Afrobana  pre-
sented by the Trent African and Caribbean 
Students Union. 
 
Wednesday November 19— Bright Lights 

Series  - An Evening 
with Gwen Brown In 
conversation with Paul 
Wilson. Gwen Brown, 

one of the city’s pre-eminent theatre artists 
and a founding member of the Peterbor-
ough Theatre Guild in 1961, reflects on 
more than 6 decades of making theatre and 
building communities, both inside and out-
side the theatre. With performances by 
Gwen Brown, Paul Crough 
 
Saturday November 22 Brooks Williams 
in concert 
 

Sunday Novem-
ber 23 to Friday 
November 28 
mysterious entity 
p re s e n t s . . .  .
Taming of the 
Shrew.  The Tam-
ing of the Shrew 
has been said to 

present challenges to contemporary art-
ists and audiences. Can we simply enjoy 
a comedy that looks to present-day eyes 
like an abusive husband-wife relation-
ship? In this Mysterious Entity produc-
tion, a troupe of traveling players enacts 
the play for an eccentric Lord, with sur-
prising results. We invite audiences to 
enjoy the sparkling comedy and social 
commentary of one of Shakespeare's 
liveliest works. 

Thursday 
December 
11 and Fri-
day De-
cember 12  
In From the 
C o l d —
A n n u a l 
benefit for 

the Youth Emergency Shelter.  An eclectic 
seasonal concert that is not to be missed. 

Saturday December 27 — Rocket 88’s 
New Years’ Eve Party  

December 31st —  Downtown Countdown. 

For more details about any of these shows  
visit our website at markethall.org or call 
749-1146 

   

lets since we began selling tickets 10 
years ago. The store has a warm and cozy 
atmosphere and Dave and Anne have an 
frighteningly comprehensive knowledge 
of their inventory.  If they don’t have it—
they can get it for you—quickly .  They 
also have a very generous costumer re-
ward incentive—collect points that count 
as cash toward your purchases.  Make a 
point of going in  - you’ll be so glad you 
did. 
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Thank you to our funders: 
 

Lloyd Carr –Harris Foundation 
Peterborough Foundation 
City  of Ptbo Community Investment Grant 
Ontario Trillium Foundation 
Community Futures Development Corp. 
Dept. Culture & Heritage: 

Cultural Spaces Canada 
Fresh Start Program 
 

 

HOSTING PROGRAM:  
Do you know someone new to town? 
Do you have friends who (gasp!) have never been to a show at the Hall? 
Want to share your ‘favourite artist’ with a friend ? 
Wish you could bring someone along to see what the Hall is all about? 
We have a free hosting program. 
Market Hall’s hosting program is designed to let the people who love the Hall be our ambassadors 
in the community.   Intended to introduce new faces to the performances and events at the Hall, 
the hosting program is a great way for you to bring someone along for their ‘first-time’ at Market 
Hall. 
As a member, when you purchase a ticket for yourself, you may request another ticket for some-
one else who you will accompany to a show.   Tickets are limited and are available on a f i r s t 
come, first served basis. You must make arrangements for a host ticket in 
advance with a Market Hall staff person, as ticket outlets are not permit-
ted to give  tickets without receiving payment.  See you at the 
show…………. 
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Summer at Market Hall has come to mean 
“Drama Camps.”   Students spend a week 
in an authentic theatre environment being 
creative and developing movement and 
communication skills as well as improv-
ing concentration and confidence.  We 
know that camps are going well when 
many students are returnees.  Classes of 
20 students gear up for a Friday after-
noon performance for family and 
friends that inevitably ends the week on 
a high note.   
Asked to cite their favourite part of 
camp, students aged 6 to 16 said: 
“Skits”, “Working with friends.  It is so 
much fun”.“Improv” “Meeting new 
people” “Making up stories” . And the of-
ten repeated “Everything”! 
Thank you to all our fabulous teachers and 
enthusiastic and talented students for such 
a positive memory. 
See you next year………….. 

YOU CAN DONATE ON-LINE 
 

You are important to us………………... 
 

Whether you are renewing your  
membership or donating for the first 
time, just go to our new look web site, 
www.markethall.org, and click on the canadahelps.org  icon.  
 
Here’s the best part: going on-line gives you the option of making 
monthly payments spread out over the year. 

 

99.9% of parents reported that their 
child enjoyed the camp, with more 
than 2/3 of parents giving us full 
marks !! 


